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Preservation North Da-

kota is dedicated to pre-

serving and celebrating 

the  

architecture,  

historic places, and  

communities in the var-

ied landscapes of our 

prairie state. 

Prairie Places, the member-

ship newsletter of  

Preservation North Dakota, 

is published quarterly. All 

submissions are edited for 

clarity and content. 

Preservation North Dakota 

is a statewide,  

non-profit,  

IRS certified 501(c) 3  

organization.  
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PND to Host Tour of Denbigh Experimen-

tal Forest and More! 

The Denbigh Experimental Forest, just 15 

miles west of Towner in McHenry 

County, North Dakota, is a 636-acre arbo-

retum containing over 30 species of 

woody plants. The forest was established 

in 1931 on an overgrazed, over-plowed 

section of land characterized as a “sand 

hills” area. Like other experimental for-

ests planted throughout the Midwest, it 

was part of  the federal government’s 

early conservation efforts and was aimed 

at addressing massive soil erosion brought 

on by the severe drought of the Dust Bowl 

years. 

Denbigh was managed by the U.S. Forest 

Service for forest and shelterbelt experi-

mentations, from 1931 to 1942. The WPA 

did much of the early cultivation and 

study under the direction of Dr. Joseph 

Stoeckeler until the research station was 

closed in 1942. Following World War II, 

the station was reopened and managed by 

the North Dakota School of Forestry and 

Lake States Forest Experiment Station of 

the USFS. It currently serves as a seed 

source for the nearby state-managed 

Towner Nursery.  

Much of what is still visible there today is 

the result of hard work by the Civilian 

Conservation Corps, Works Progress Ad-

ministration, and work relief labor of area 

farmers. Structures on-site include a head-

quarters/bunkhouse, garage, storage shed, 

and windmill generator.  

 In 2010, the Denbigh Experimental For-

est was listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places. It is a reminder of North 

Dakota’s first large-scale statewide effort 

to manage its natural resources and it has 

(Continued on page 2) 

Above: photo of Denbigh Experimental Station, photo courtesy of United Sates Forest 

Service. Right: Agroforestry poster by Joseph Dusek, ca. 1936, Works Projects Ad-

ministration Poster Collection, Library of Congress. 
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historically significant associations with the social, 

political, and economic impact of the Great Depres-

sion and Federal Relief programs. As stated in the 

National Register nomination,  “Indeed, the Denbigh 

Station and Experimental Forest is the only intact fa-

cility of its kind still in existence from that period. 

Today this forested complex contains many of the 

original species of trees and three circa 1930s build-

ings which retain their essential historic integrity.” 

Join Thomas Turck, former Grasslands Archaeologist 

for the U.S. Forest Service and author of the success-

ful National Register nomination on a tour of Den-

bigh Experimental Forest on Saturday, July 21st.  

Additional stops on the tour will include a box lunch, 

tour of journalist and author Eric Sevareid’s child-

hood home, a stop at the 1936 Velva underpass,  and 

a tour of a Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church at Wil-

ton.  

Mini Van Tour to Denbigh Experimental Forest, 

Velva, and Wilton ND Travel Itinerary, Saturday 

July 21st 

 

8:00am  Leave Bismarck meeting point, North Da 

               kota Heritage Center parking lot (off 

               of State Street by the Glass Box entrance.  

               (612 Boulevard Avenue) 

10:00     Arrive at the Denbigh Experimental Forestry 

               Station and tour 

12:15pm Lunch at Velva 

1:00       Tour of Eric Sevareid home 

2:00       stop at 1936 historic Velva underpass 

3:15    Wilton Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church 

               tour 

5:00pm  return at North Dakota Heritage Center, Bis 

               marck 

 

Tickets are $20 and include travel and a box lunch! 

But spots are limited so register today! You can pur-

chase your ticket and register for the Mini Van Tour 

to Denbigh Experimental Forest, Velva, and Wilton 

ND online or visit our facebook page for more de-

tails:  

 https://www.eventbrite.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/PresND 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Eric Sevareid at CBS Studio, Washington, D.C., State His-

torical Society of North Dakota (01085-0007). 

“What Men Really Wanted Was  

Velva, North Dakota.” 

 

Eric Sevareid,  author and Emmy and Peabody Award 

winning journalist, was born and raised in Velva, 

North Dakota, the son of industrious Norwegian 

Americans. He was proud of his background and once 

said of small towns like Velva, “[they] are seedbeds, 

ceaselessly renewing themselves, their seed constantly 

renewing the nation. Hey are not quiet, fixed and 

static, but vital as life itself, pulsating with the lives 

that come to them and the lives they give away.” 

 

From the Editor: To read more about Eric Sevareid’s 

North Dakota roots, pick up a copy of the Autumn 

2010 issue of On Second Thought: A Publication of 

the North Dakota Humanities Council. The issue is 

dedicated to the life of Eric Sevareid—a fascinating 

read! 
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Board Member Profile: Kathy Wilner 

 

What is your background? 

I was born in Bismarck and raised in Washburn. I 

graduated from Washburn High School in 1964 

and St. Lukes Schools of Nursing in Fargo in 

1968. I lived and worked in nursing for about a 

dozen years and then decided Child Care would be 

a lot more fun. That was my work, in Willmar, 

MN, for 31 years until retirement in 2008. I am 

now retired and living on a farm in rural Bowdon, 

ND. 

 

How did you become interested in Historic 

Preservation?  

When I returned to North Dakota I was invited to 

become part of the Ingersol Veeder Cemetery As-

sociation which was in the process of planning for 

the 125th anniversary of Ingersol School. That led 

to the conference, my recording/documenting one 

room schools in my area of the state, which then 

grew to documenting all schools I research and 

located across the state of Minnesota. 505 schools 

and counting! I started working on this project in 

late 2009 and am still finding schools.  

 

What experiences do you have with  

Preservation North Dakota?  

I am a new board member this year and am learn-

ing about PND. 

 

Do you have a particular topic of interest in 

the world of historic preservation?  

One room schools first! Pointes of interest, parks, 

and historic sites across our great state [second].  

 

Why do you think Historic Preservation is im-

portant in North Dakota?  

Many folks wanted to know why we were doing 

this [working with the one room schools]. I em-

braced the idea that historic preservation, in brick 

and mortar fsion or printed word, kept our story 

alive. If we do not preserve what we have, there 

will be nothing for future generations to know 

bout the history that built this state. When these 

things are gone, so are many of the stories. 

Kathy Wilner was the 2017 recipient of the Ex-

cellence in Local History Award. This honor, 

given by the State Historical Society of North 

Dakota, recognizes those like Kathy who have 

dedicated their time, talent, and efforts to local 

and regional history—serving as a model of ex-

cellence.  
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