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Trackside view of the Northern Pacific Railroad Depot, Mandan, North Dakota, 1947. The Depot is one 

of three recipients of the 2018  Grass Roots Grant. Photo by Leo LaLonde, www.mandanhistory.org 
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2018 Grass Roots Grant Recipients 

Announced! 

Once again, PND’s board of directors  

was faced with some difficult decisions 

when reviewing the annual Grass Roots 

Grant applications. In what we take to 

reflect growing recognition of the bene-

fits of historic preservation throughout 

the state, the list of applications seems 

longer and longer each year.   

The grant, established in 2011, aims to 

support historic preservation projects 

across North Dakota. The award typi-

cally ranges from $500 up to $5,000. 

This year, PND has chosen to support 

not one, but three projects using a 1:1 

cash or in-kind match on the part of re-

cipients.  

While recipients of this year’s funding 

are stewards of three fascinating historic 

structures, the selections were made in 

large part because the groups themselves 

demonstrate a keen understanding not 

only of the significance and potential of 

their historic places, but of the chal-

lenges they will face and the hard work 

ahead. They truly are dedicated to saving 

a place that matters in their respective 

communities.  

The McLean County Courthouse in Washburn is 

one of three historic places to receive funding from 

Preservation North Dakota,. Above: Courthouse c. 

1910, McLean County Historical Society (MC-02); 

Right: Contemporary view of the Courthouse in 

need of a preservation plan. 
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Upper Left: Crew inspects the historic internment camp barracks building. Above: Wooden barracks used by inmates 

of the internment camp at Fort Lincoln, c. 1942, State Historical Society of North Dakota (10902-008). 

1) Old McLean County Courthouse, Washburn (featured on cover) 

The Old McLean County Courthouse is in need of various repairs and advice on how to plan out the 

repairs and potential uses of this 1909 building. Preservation North Dakota awarded $1,000 towards a 

historic preservation plan to be carried out by JLG architects. Planning ahead with the help of an ar-

chitect sensitive to historic architecture can save thousands of dollars. A historic architect can help by 

sequencing needed repairs, establishing specifications, and avoiding unhistorical and unnecessary 

new windows and doors. 

2) Missouri Valley Historical Society, Buckstop Junction, Bismarck 

Beginning in 1941 Fort Lincoln, now United Tribes Technical College, in Bismarck served as an in-

ternment camp for enemy aliens, mostly German and Italian seamen captured in US waters. Follow-

ing US entry in the War, the  Department of Justice used the compound to house 650 Japanese 

Americans accused of being disloyal. From 1941-1945, the camp held up to 3,600 Japanese and Ger-

man Americans. It is thought that this barracks, T-23, is one of 20 wooden barracks shipped from 

Alabama to hold the prisoners. After the War, the barracks eventually ended up at Bismarck State 

College where it was covered in asbestos siding and used to as a maintenance shed. In 2011, BSC 

removed the asbestos siding and Historian Mike McCormick discovered its story. Buckstop Junction 

in Bismarck agreed to take a portion of the 120’ barracks to store. They are now putting the barracks 

building together and will be able to incorporate it into their interpretive site. The panelized barrack 

buildings, so common during WWII, now are extremely rare. One in such good condition is an un-

usual find. The PND Board of Directors awarded $2,000 toward this project to the Missouri Valley 

Historical Society, and the building will be rehabilitated at 

Buckstop Junction in Bismarck. 
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3) Missouri Valley Heritage Alliance  

(Fort Abraham Lincoln Foundation), 

Mandan 

This red brick neo-colonial building in the heart of 

downtown Mandan was built in 1929 to replace the 

1882 McKim, Mead & White Queen Anne-style 

depot that was consumed by an electrical fire in 

1920. From 1930 to 1978, the building served the 

Hiawatha passenger line. Now it is owned by the 

City of Mandan, and rented by the FALF for offices 

and a storefront for the Five Nations Native Arts 

Gallery. Earlier this year, the interior received some 

over-due attention and the space is open as a Ger-

man-themed restaurant and bier hall celebrating the 

German heritage of the early 20th century immigra-

tion and settlement of the region. This $2,000 grant 

from PND will go towards rehabilitation of the 

metal colonial posts and other metalwork, and pos-

sibly the doors. 

We look forward to seeing these 3 impres-

sive projects completed! 

The historic Northern Pacific Depot in Mandan, now home 

to the Fort Abraham Lincoln Foundation, Five Nations Art, 

and the Mandan Depot Bier Hall. 

 

Upcoming Events! 

 

Window Repair Workshop  

1-3pm Saturday, May 19th  

Camp Hancock State Historic Site, Bismarck 

Hosted by PND and Sponsored by Kirkwood 

Ace Hardware & the State Historical Society of 

North Dakota 

 

Historic Tour of Denbigh  

Experimental Forest  

Saturday, July 13th  

Details forthcoming! 

 

Keep track of upcoming events by following 

Preservation North Dakota on Facebook.com 

or visiting  

www.preservationnorthdakota.org 


