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PND members pose in front of the Gill School, near Wheatland, on the PND tour of southeastern North Dakota in May. Special 

thanks to all those who hosted us and helped to make it a memorable trip! 



 Prairie Places                                                    
   a quarterly publication of Preservation North Dakota 

 

Fall/Winter 2017 

Volume 9, No. 3-4 

Our Mission 
 

Preservation North Da-

kota is dedicated to pre-

serving and celebrating 

the  

architecture,  

historic places, and  

communities in the var-

ied landscapes of our 

prairie state. 

Prairie Places, the member-

ship newsletter of  

Preservation North Dakota, 

is published quarterly. All 

submissions are edited for 

clarity and content. 

Preservation North Dakota 

is a statewide,  

non-profit,  

IRS certified 501(c) 3  

organization.  

1 A Small House with 

Lots of Significance 

     By John Stern 

4 New Developments           

     on Preserving Crying    

     Hill: Pat Atkinson  

     Holds Fast to his  

     Promise 

     By Emily Sakariassen 

6 Storm Strikes Steeple: 

PND Grant Recipient 

Bounces Back 

7 Local Group Speaks  

Out Against Demoli-

tion: Preservationists 

Rally Around BNSF 

Bridge 

A Small House with Lots of Significance  

By John Stern 

Frank Lloyd Wright is considered by many to 

be the greatest architect of the 20th century.  

His buildings, commercial and residential, are 

viewed today as artistic treasures.  The Or-

ganic Architecture theory he originated 

guided his work throughout his life.  

Among his most famous works are 

the Unity Temple (Chicago Ill 

1906), the Frederick Robie House 

(Chicago Ill 1909), Taliesin (Spring 

Green WI 1911), the Imperial Hotel 

(Tokyo Japan 1915-1968), the John-

son Wax Building (Racine WI 

1936), Fallingwater (Mill Run PA 

1936), the Pope-Leighy House 

(Woodlawn VA 1940), The Gug-

genheim Museum (New York NY 

1956). 

In 1936, observing the changes in American 

families, Wright developed what he called 

Usonian houses, a term he used to describe 

buildings uniquely suitable to life in the 

United States.  Smaller than his earlier Prairie 

Style homes, they were designed to be more 

affordable, with common themes that could 

be adapted to different sites and different cli-

ents.  Typically built on inexpensive land far 

from crowded urban centers, they 

were usually single-story, flat-

roofed structures with cantilevered 

overhangs, clerestory windows, ra-

diant-floor heating, and included a 

carport (a term coined by Wright).  

They were often L-shaped, fitting 

around a garden patio.   

After his picture was on the cover of 

Time Magazine on January 17, 

1938, Wright found his business 

exploding.  In 1940, the Museof 

Modern Art in New York devoted 

the entire museum to Wright’s work, includ-

ing a full-size Usonian house built in the 

courtyard.  The huge model for Broadacre 

(Continued on page 2) 
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City, his famous vision for Usonia, was also on 

display.  At age 73, Frank Lloyd Wright, already a 

famous architect, was finally a com-

mercial success. The Taliesin Fel-

lowship he created in 1932 devel-

oped his designs into real homes, and 

his influence on future generations of 

architecture was assured.  After 

WWII, with the trend toward larger 

homes, basic Usonian principles 

were adapted to fit the needs of the 

clients and the building sites, and 

these principles are considered to be 

the inspiration for ranch-style homes 

popular in the 1950s. 

 George and Beth Anderson contacted Frank Lloyd 

Wright in 1955 about designing a house for them 

on a river lot they owned just one mile from down-

town Fargo, ND.  Wright told them he had perhaps 

10 years of life left and 20 years of commissioned 

work ahead of him.   He recommended his grand-

daughter Elizabeth Wright Ingraham and her hus-

band Gordon Ingraham, a former Taliesin appren-

tice, for the commission.  The Ingrahams worked 

together to design this home in Fargo ND and two 

in Moorhead MN, all on wooded lots backing to 

the Red River.  The Anderson House is the only 

house designed by Ingraham and Ingraham in 

North Dakota, and the only one remaining in the 

area, as the two Moorhead homes were demolished 

due to flood damage. 

The Ingrahams designed 2 guest houses and 35 

homes in 22 years together from their 

Colorado Springs, CO base, which 

followed a Wrightian vision of archi-

tecture.  Their early work reflected the 

form of Usonian and Prairie Style 

houses that Wright designed at mid-

century.  In an interview in 1996, 

Elizabeth Wright Ingraham described 

the Anderson House as “derivative of 

Wright’s style.  We used many of the forms Wright 

used.”1 The home manifests many signature design 

themes of Frank Lloyd Wright: the very horizontal 

lines of the brickwork and flat-roof overhangs, the 

mysterious privacy evoked by the clerestory win-

dows on three sides of the house, the use of natural 

light from those windows and skylights, the con-

trasting openness to the back of the house through 

extensive windows, and the custom built-in mill-

work cabinets, closets and storage areas.  As with 

all “Wrightian” homes, this home was designed 

specifically to fit in with the naturally wooded river 

lot where it was constructed.  Built into the ele-

vated river bank, it was sited to take 

advantage of views and sun angles, 

with structural allowances for the 

unstable soils in the Red River Val-

ley.  Since Frank Lloyd Wright rec-

ommended the Ingrahams to the An-

dersons, it is quite likely that the In-

grahams consulted with him on the 

design of the home.  Many of the 

original finishes in the house, bath-

room fixtures, kitchen counter cover-

ings, 6x6 red clay tile, and 8x8 cork 

tile flooring, were identical to those used in 

Wright’s Kentuck Knob house in Pennsylvania, 

constructed about the same time. The house is in 

excellent condition, with original masonry walls 

and woodwork throughout, but with updated 

kitchen, bathrooms, bedrooms, and external deck 

and patio areas.  From the street and the back of the 

house, it looks nearly identical to its original ap-

pearance in 1959. 

The City of Fargo, in its efforts to deal with the 

devastating flooding of the Red River, has directed 

its engineering department to devise a plan to pro-

tect the City through a system of levees and flood 

walls.  While completion of the Red River Diver-

sion Project would alleviate serious flooding 

through the City, the proximity of the Anderson 

house to the water treatment plant and the 

neighborhood’s affordable housing complicates 

things.  The current City plan calls for 

the removal of the Anderson house 

and the adjacent houses in the 

neighborhood to make way for a 

levee.  This levee would provide a 

back-up to the Diversion, or if the 

Diversion does not get built, be the 

primary protection for the area.  Al-

though a flood wall built behind the 

house is technically feasible, it would be more ex-

pensive than a clay levee, and the City is reluctant 

to make any deviations to the plan.  A one year 

reprieve to the neighborhood was granted while all 

options are explored.  We hope a solution is found 

to preserve this architecturally significant structure.  

The North Dakota State Historic Society has ap-

proved an application to have the house entered 

into the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

“This home was de-

signed specifically to fit 

in with the naturally 

wooded river lot...sited 

to take advantage of 

views and sun angles, 

with structural allow-

ances for the unstable 

soils in the Red River 

Valley.” 

“The current City 

plans calls for the re-

moval of the Anderson 

House...and the City is 

reluctant to make any 

deviations to the 

plan.” 
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Editor’s note: It is a common misconception that listing a property on the National Register of Historic 

Places provides protection against demolition. In actuality, the National Register serves as an inventory 

of places important to our Nation’s heritage and guarantees basic considerations in planning for Fed-

eral undertakings. The portion of the City’s plans affecting Stern’s neighborhood and the Anderson 

House do not currently constitute a Federal undertaking.  

Front view of the Anderson House. Note the recessed en-

trance and clerestory windows. Bottom: View of the garden 

space and patio, partly shaded by cantilevered overhangs.  
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New Developments on Preserving 

Crying Hill 

Pat Atkinson Holds Fast to his Promise 

By Emily Sakariassen  

Certain places are considered historically signifi-

cant as they embody spiritual or cultural traditions 

that are rooted in the past. From country churches 

to native prairie landscapes, these sites play an 

integral role in shaping cultural identity and 

strengthening sense of place. General consensus 

among locals and members of the MHA Nation is 

that Crying Hill, a steeply-pitched ridge in the 

heart of residential Mandan, North Dakota, is one 

such place. But as urban development encroaches 

on the area landmark, PND member and preserva-

tion advocate Pat Atkinson faces new challenges 

in a decade-long effort to secure a future for Cry-

ing Hill.  

Crying Hill is most closely and commonly associ-

ated with the Mandan and Hidatsa people, whose 

oral traditions refer to an earthlodge village lo-

cated at the base of the land form. This village, 

known today as Scattered Village, was occupied 

from the late AD 1500s through the 1700s. As the 

city of Mandan grew in the early years of the 20th 

Century, residential sprawl gradually overtook the 

former village site. But members of the MHA still 

ascribe traditional values to the ridgetop towering 

above. It is the highest point in the area, used as a 

burial ground. It is also believed to be a place 

where women from the village would mourn or 

prey for their children.   

There was little surprise, then, when in 1998, a 

street renovation project on First Street NE un-

earthed evidence of the area’s early occupation. 

The subsequent emergency salvage excavations 

along the streets and boulevards furthered our un-

derstanding of the community’s past, but the area 

has never been designated as a state historic site. 

More recent archaeological investigations on and 

around Crying Hill have revealed numerous fea-

tures and artifacts—some of which are discussed 

in displays at the Mandan Public Library. But, 

unlike villages managed by Parks and Recreation 

or the State Historical Society, there is nothing in 

the way of permanent historical interpretation on 

Crying Hill. Much of the general public’s under-

standing of this historic landform then, is limited. 

Yet, area residents hold fast to its significance as it 

has entered local lore and, in part, because they 

have layered on their own sentiments and values 

over time, contributing to the genius loci of Man-

dan.  

On the south-facing slope of Crying Hill, for ex-

ample, a cluster of conifers are planted in such a 

way that in aerial view they spell the out the name 

of the town. These trees were planted in the 1990s 

where, according to the Mandan Historical Soci-

ety, the Mandan Boy Scouts had once laid stones 

in a similar configuration. They had used forty-

seven truck loads of white-washed stones to spell 

out “Mandan” on the side of Crying Hill, partici-

pating in a regional trend and asserting their civic 

pride.  

The Mandan sign was maintained and even added 

to over the years. But, when Interstate-94 was 

routed past the landform in 1968, a decision was 

made to construct a new hillside sign on the east 

slope of Crying Hill to be seen by approaching 

traffic. The new sign, made in concrete slabs, also 

spells the word “Mandan.” It is still visible today; 

the middle characters are exaggerated in size to 

represent the state’s official abbreviation and it is 

credited as being the largest sign in North Dakota. 

Pat Atkinson first became aware of plans to sell 

and develop Crying Hill nearly fifteen years ago. 

Moved by stories of its cultural significance, he 

decided to take action against what he saw as a 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Top: Aerial view of Crying Hill’s Mandan Sign in the 

1930s, from www.mandanhistory.org Bottom: Atkin-

son’s parcels depicted on aerial image, composite  by 

Shea Huston.   
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threat to a sacred site. He climbed the hillside with 

his son Ernesto to take in its panoramic view and 

they quickly realized the site had many frequent 

visitors. While there, they noted what Atkinson 

thought to be prayer stones, and evidence of pur-

posefully planted sage. Together, he and his son 

watched the birds overhead and listened to the 

familiar sound of prairie grasses rustling in the 

wind. It was an inspiring experience for Atkinson 

and within only two days, he had purchased the 

southeast portion of Crying Hill in the name of 

preservation. He has been undaunted in his prom-

ise to protect the local landmark since. 

Initially, Atkinson had hoped his action would 

stave off development. He formed the Crying Hill 

Foundation—a non-profit organization dedicated 

to collecting and preserving the history of the site, 

to “develop and promote Native American aware-

ness, and works and activities of charity that will 

improve the family, economic, educational, spiri-

tual, physical and cultural situation of the commu-

nity.” Arrangements to donate the property to the 

City of Mandan or to the Park Board—a steward 

with better means to provide public access and 

develop historic and cultural interpretation—were 

turned down, only after adjacent land owners 

voiced objections to a public attraction in their 

neighborhood.  Atkinson has maintained, insured, 

and paid taxes on 4.7 acres ever since, and he re-

fers to himself as its fate-appointed steward until it 

can be restored with permanent ownership to the 

people. “I didn’t buy this for myself,” Atkinson 

told an interviewer in 2003. “I believe I am being 

used as a tool to pursue this.”  

In 2011, Preservation North Dakota recognized 

Atkinson’s dedication and named Crying Hill one 

of the state’s top three most endangered historic 

sites. Since then, parcels surrounding Atkinson’s 

have attracted a buyer intent on a housing devel-

opment. In early 2017, Koch Construction, Inc. 

purchased the Wetzstein property, an area on and 

adjacent to Crying Hill to the north and west of 

Atkinson’s land.           

Because of the hill’s storied past, the development 

firm hired Juniper Environmental, a private con-

sulting firm, to conduct a good-faith cultural re-

source survey of the project area prior to breaking 

ground. Calvin Grinnell, historian for the Mandan 

and Hidatsa, worked with the archaeologists to 

help identify any features or artifacts that may 

have traditional or cultural significance. Based on 

their findings, they recommended the proposed 

development, as planned, would have no adverse 

affect to historic properties. Paul Picha, chief ar-

chaeologist at the State Historical Society ac-

cepted the survey report and construction was 

scheduled to continue. However, the development 

firm’s owner, Michael P. Koch, died suddenly in 

August and the project has since been on hold.   

It is anticipated that work will eventually resume 

on Koch’s housing development. When new 

homes do finally go up, Atkinson says he expects 

more foot traffic on his piece of Crying Hill, 

which will mean more cleaning and care; possibly 

more vandalism. He has already experienced an 

increase in real estate taxes and specials. But he 

holds fast to the promise he says he made to the 

people and City of Mandan years ago. “I will pre-

serve this historically valuable heritage site until it 

can be passed into the hands of its permanent 

stewards.”  

(Continued from page 5) 

View west toward Crying Hill, Mandan, ND. “Mandan” sign on Pat Atkinson’s land is visible to the 

south, in the foreground is an area of bladed land slated for development. Photo by author.  

5 



 

 Prairie Places      A Publication of Preservation North Dakota            

Storm Strikes Steeple: 

PND Grant Recipient Bounces Back 

On the morning of July 6th, a bolt of lightning 

struck the steeple of the Old Stone Church in Cas-

selton, North Dakota, damaging the 131 year-old 

building that currently houses the Casselton Heri-

tage Center. The timing was particularly upsetting, 

as the former Episcopal church had received a 

PND Grass-roots Grant in 2016 to replace the 

roof’s wood shingles—work that had only recently 

been completed.  

Initial concerns were that the structural integrity of 

the belltower may have been compro-

mised. Architectural historian Steve 

Martens worked with the CHCI board 

and its president Julie Burgum to organ-

ize an architectural and engineering 

rapid response to assess the damage. 

Together, they were able to recommend 

a plan for rehabilitation within ten days 

of the strike.  

According to Martens, the most visible 

damage was to the stonework on one 

corner of the pinnacle, the extent of 

which was approximately two feet wide 

on either side and 10-12 feet high. 

Fallen stones were observed, embedded 

in the ground some 60-feet below the 

steeple. Less visible damage included 

substantial degradation of the masonry mortar and 

the “core” of the stone pinnacle.  

With quick and aggressive action by architects, 

engineers, stonemasons, and CHCI board mem-

bers, repairs were completed in just seven weeks. 

“Preservationists can probably imagine the diffi-

culties of trying to find qualified, specialty con-

tracting expertise for such unusual work on ex-

tremely short notice,” Martens commented. “Let 

alone processing an insurance damage claim 

quickly enough to enable repairs before early win-

ter weather.”  

Martens is currently preparing a report for the 

North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office 

about the “best practices” rehabilitation measures 

that proved  so effective in restoring the appear-

ance aspects and material details while leaving the 

structure in a much more sound and durable condi-

tion.  “In my 40 years of preservation experience,” 

he says, “it’s almost inconceivable that this kind 

of rehabilitation could have been accomplished 

almost anywhere else in the US in such a short 

timeframe and with such a high degree of preser-

vation integrity.”  

Crow Wing Masonry completed 

repairs to the stone steeple and 

Michael Orchard is still working 

to rehabilitate a light post that 

was also damaged in the strike. A 

fitting finale to the emergency 

preservation work will be the re-

placement of an original orna-

mental piece with a beautiful rec-

reation by P2 Industries previ-

ously scheduled to cap-off the 

2016 roof repairs.  

Top Right: Worker repairing the masonry exterior of the Old 

Stone Church. Center: Detail of damage to the stone pinnacle. 

Bottom Right: P2 Industries replica next to original roof orna-

ment. 

:   
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Crying Hill By Emily Sakariassen  

Local Group Speaks Out Against 

Demolition 

Preservationist Rally around BNSF Bridge 

The Bismarck-Mandan railroad bridge is an impor-
tant piece of North Dakota History. The bridge is a  
rare remnant from the state’s territorial days and was  
designed for the Northern Pacific Railroad by na-
tionally-renowned engineer George Shattuck Mori-
son, from 1880-1884. Its initial construction is said 
to have cost just over one million dollars and, at the 
time, it was the first railroad crossing on the upper 
Missouri River. The Burlington Northern  Railroad 
(now BNSF) has maintained the bridge and oper-
ated on the NP’s mainline since 1970. However, due 
to increased traffic, plans are underway to replace 
the historic structure with a new two-lane span.  
Though still in the early stages, the plan has a stirred 
mixed feelings in the community. After the design 
and construction of the new bridge, BNSF intends 
to tear down one of the oldest and most historic 
bridges on the Missouri. Because the project has 
federal involvement from the United States Coast 
Guard, BNSF has already engaged the Section 106 
process, complying with the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act. This process requires the federal 
agency to consider the effect of their undertaking on 
historic properties and afford reasonable opportu-
nity for stakeholder comment. Members of the pub-
lic have been quick to pose questions and call atten-
tion to the agency’s responsibility. 
Grant Sundquist, a Bismarck man, has been particu-
larly vocal on the subject and would have the agency 
explore creative preservation options. “We have a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to transform this 
landmark into an asset that our community can 
learn from and enjoy,” he says. Sundquist is part of 
a diverse group of young, civic-minded profession-

als embarking on a fact-finding mission to consider 
ways to save BNSF the cost of tearing down the 
historic bridge while improving the quality of life for 
residents and visitors to Bismarck-Mandan—and in 
ways that oblige the Code of Federal Regulations to 
which the Federal agency  is understandably be-
holden.  
His group considers their audience and potential 
allies to be members of the public, legislators, ad-
ministrators, local and national groups, and, of 
course, BNSF.  According to Sundquist, “the sup-
port for a [preservation] project has been near uni-
versal.” In a recent social media poll by Preservation 
North Dakota, 91 per cent of participants favored 
saving the bridge. But Sundquist and members of 
his grass roots initiative know that a successful pres-
ervation plan must first be feasible. To them,  the 
most logical reuse would follow the Rails-to-Trails 
concept. “Our initial request is simply to halt plans 
of demolition. The plan to finance this is coming 
from a long list of sponsors that are interested in 
preserving it, along with a laundry list of national 
grants and hopefully engagement from federal enti-
ties as well.” 
The group plans to work with precedent-setting 

communities who have successfully transformed 

other historic bridges into pedestrian and bicycle 

trails. Their study will weigh costs and benefits of 

preservation and reuse and hopefully pique the in-

terest of decision makers. A preservation solution 

could link popular trail systems on the east and west 

banks of the Missouri River, ultimately bringing 

communities together for recreation, heritage and 

the public good. Members of PND recognize this 

potential and have offered support and expertise to 

this initiative. To track this topic, you can follow 

PND of facebook:  www.facebook.com/PresND   

The BNSF Bridge spanning 

the Missouri River between  

Bismarck and Mandan. 

Photo courtesy of Tom 

Stromme. 
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