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Our Mission 
 

Preservation North Da-
kota is dedicated to pre-
serving and celebrating 

the  
architecture,  

historic places, and  
communities in the var-
ied landscapes of our 

prairie state. 

Prairie Places, the member-
ship newsletter of  

Preservation North Dakota, 
is published quarterly. All 
submissions are edited for 

clarity and content. 
Preservation North Dakota 

is a statewide,  
non-profit,  

IRS certified 501(c) 3  
organization.  

PND to Host History Tour of Southeast North Dakota  
May 13, 2017 

Join Preservation North Dakota on a his-
tory tour through southeast North Dakota! 
Enjoy a fun-filled day of history and heri-
tage, with guided visits to 6 historic pres-
ervation success stories.  
First, we will visit the Gill School, a  tra-
ditional one-room schoolhouse near 
Wheatland. Our next stop will be the 
beautifully renovated Old Stone Church 
and Casselton Heritage Center. At the 
Bagg Bonanza Farm, we will enjoy a his-
toric tour and luncheon before heading to 
Fort Abercrombie State Historic Site to 
see the first permanent military fort in 
what is now North Dakota. 
Travelling north toward Fargo, we will 
stop and see the Stern House, designed by 
Elizabeth Wright Ingraham, granddaugh-
ter of the famed Frank Lloyd Wright, and 
the renovated Kinzler House, built in the 
Queen Anne style. These remarkable 
homes face possible demolition by the 
Fargo-Moorhead Flood Diversion project 
authorities, though ongoing preservation 

efforts are being made.  
Do not miss out on this opportunity! Tour 
tickets are $40 and include site entry fees, 
round-trip transportation, and a pulled-
pork luncheon hosted by Bagg Bonanza 
Farm. For your convenience, we have sev-
eral tour vans departing from three differ-
ent locations. Schedule accordingly and 
our vans will pick up in: 
Bismarck at the Heritage Center Museum 
at 7am; Jamestown at the Historic 
Stutsman County Courthouse at 8:30am; 
Fargo area at Fort Abercrombie State 
Historic Site at 8am. 
 

For tickets, visit:  
www.eventbrite.com/o/preservation-north-

dakota-11115008208  
 

or follow the links from our social media 
page:  

www.facebook.com/
preservationnorthdakota 
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The beautifully renovated Kinzler House in 
South Fargo is one of the six sites scheduled for 

the May 13th tour.  
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Top Right: Historic photograph of the Balfour Depot printed on the front of a postcard. The historic depot is now 
cared for by the Drake Threshing Association. Photo c. 1905, Institute for Regional Studies, NDSU, Fargo. Bot-
tom Left: The 1908 Union Prairie Church in Bowman, photo provided by the Pioneer Trails Regional Museum.  

2017 Grassroots Grant Recipients Announced! 

The Union Prairie Church—The Union Prairie 
Church is part of the Pioneer Trails Regional Mu-
seum in Bowman, North Dakota. It houses an 
exhibit on North Dakota’s country churches like 
those featured in PND’s Prairie Churches book! 
PND is proud to help provide a fresh coat of 
paint to this historic building. Even at a distance, 
a visitor can tell the white pain covering the clap-

board siding is peeling. But this is not sim-
ply a matter of aesthetics. Exposure to the 
elements, particularly moisture, is one of 
the primary causes of wood deterioration.  
New paint will serve an important role 
sealing wood siding and protecting it from 
water damage and other ravages of nature.  
While not a permanent fix, this simple step 
toward preservation will allow future gen-
erations to have a first-hand look at an im-
portant part of daily life in the region, 
years ago. Remember that  in an ideal 
world, exterior paint should be reapplied 
every 5-10 years and  removing existing 
paint layers should be approached with 
caution as many methods can permanently 
damage the surface of a historic building.  

The Balfour Depot—The historic Balfour 
Depot was built around 1908 along the for-
mer Soo Line Railroad to serve the sur-
rounding farms and communities. The 
Drake Threshing Association currently 
owns and maintains the Balfour Depot, 
which has been relocated to the threshing 
grounds west of Drake, North Dakota. In 
its new life, the Depot hosts the organiza-
tion’s many events and demonstrations. 
Unfortunately, the shingles on this build-
ing’s signature steeply pitched, bell-cast 
roof are failing.  
The roof is a vulnerable but essential part 
of any building. It shelters the underlying 
structure, shedding rain, sleet and snow 
while standing up to stiff prairie winds. A 
portion of this year’s grant funds will re-
place the shingles on the Balfour Depot—a 
preservation project taken from the top! 
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Prairie Barns of North Dakota available for 
$24.95 at: 

http://www.preservationnorthdakota.org 
Or  

Preservation North Dakota 
911 N 9th St 
PO Box 3096 

Bismarck, ND 58502 

Melinda McCarthy has a B.A. in Anthropol-
ogy from Southeast Missouri State University 
and an M.A in History with a specialization in 
Historic Preservation, also from Southeast 
Missouri State University. For five years, Ms. 
McCarthy has worked as a consultant leading 
historic resource surveys and preparing Sec-
tion 106 documentation within North Dakota 
and the upper Midwest. She specializes in Na-
tional Register of Historic Places evaluations, 
cemetery documentation/restoration, and his-
toric home rehabilitation. She has assisted in 
the restoration of several historic homes in-
cluding White Haven the pre-Civil War home 
of Ulysses S. Grant in St. Louis, Mo. as well 
as, the Bequette-Ribault house in St. Gene-
vieve, Mo. She has also written several lesson 
plans designed to introduce historic preserva-
tion and archaeology in classrooms. Ms. 
McCarthy serves as the Architectural Histo-
rian on the North Dakota State Historic Pres-
ervation Review Board. We are lucky to have 
Ms. McCarthy as a member of our Board of 
Directors! 

Introducing Enthusiastic New Board Member! 

Melinda McCarthy applies bousillage, a mixture of 
clay and grass, to the Bolduc House in St. Gene-
vieve, MO. 
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