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Dennis Neumann Peels Back the Layers of History at United 
Tribes Technical College  
By Emily Sakariassen  

Preservation North Dakota joined members of 
the State Historical Society in celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act at the annual Governor’s History 
Conference in Bismarck. To illustrate the 
value of historic preservation up-close, PND 
hosted historical walking tours in the Bis-
marck area, ending the weekend’s activities 
with a guided tour of Forth Abraham Lincoln, 
now the campus of United Tribes Technical 
College, two miles south of Bismarck.   
For anyone who has tried, there are recogniz-
able challenges in trying to convey the signifi-
cance of a specific place to a first time visitor. 
Your own sentimentality might take over. 
There are so many stories to tell and people to 

name, never mind convincing a stranger that 
these details are relevant to this day and are 
therefore worthy of preserving. But this  task 
comes naturally to Dennis Neumann, UTTC’s 
Public Information Director, who lead the tour 
of his campus for conference attendees on Oc-
tober 23.   
Neaumann is a Bismarck native who has made 
a comprehensive study of his surroundings. 
He began the afternoon’s presentation by plac-
ing the campus in a historic context pre-dating 
any of its standing structures. The campus is 
situated on bottomlands of the Missouri River, 
home to the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara 
people, as well as the Dakota.  One of the ear-
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liest stories he associates with 
this setting regards the conflict 
that occurred on Apple Creek, 
just south of campus, in July of 
1863. This conflict was a con-
tinuation of the battle at White 
Stone  Hill, and one in which the 
Yanktonai Dakota successfully 
held out against General H. H. 
Sibley. It is counted as the only clear victory of 
their people in the Punitive Campaigns of the 
1860s. The tone of Neumann’s narrative blended 
effortlessly into the next few chapters of the 
campus’s history, each a variation on our na-
tion’s checkered military past.  
The brick buildings which now serve as offices 
and classrooms, were originally constructed be-
tween 1900 and 1910 as part of the Fort Abra-
ham Lincoln military training post (not to be 
confused with its predecessor on the west bank 
of the Missouri River, south of Mandan). The 
second Fort Lincoln was established in 1895 and 
the men who trained here served in the Phillipine 
conflict following the Spanish-American War. It 
was used again for mobilization and training in 
World War I. In the 1930s, the Fort was made a 
headquarters for the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, but the site gained notoriety soon after.  
Some Bismarck residents still remember when 
the barbed wire was put in place, as the U.S. Jus-
tice Department converted Fort Abraham Lin-

coln to a an enemy alien deten-
tion camp. German Nationals, 
eastern Europeans, and both for-
eign –born and naturalized Japa-
nese men were interned in what 
became known as “Snow Coun-
try Prison” for the duration of 
World War II.  
As Neumann guided attendees 
through two of the historic build-

ings on campus, he highlighted features that help 
to illustrate the site’s historic significance, in-
cluding the original pressed-tin ceilings of the 
1900s Education Building, and the internment-
era Japanese graffiti on the bricks of one of the 
barracks.  
The tour ended with an unscheduled discussion 
of Fort Abraham Lincoln’s current status and its 
future. The site is not listed in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, nor has it ever been 
nominated. Yet it’s eligibility was indisputable 
to those in attendance. Despite the declining con-
dition of the older buildings, UTTC has proven 
itself a willing steward of a historic resource 
since it acquired the site for educational and 
training programs in 1969. Neumann has hopes 
for the installation of an interpretive center on 
campus to help others understand its contribu-
tions to North Dakota history. It is a goal in 
keeping with the nature of the longest-running 
chapter in the site’s history: education.  
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Cover: Dennis Neumann guides PND members on historic tour outside the UTTC Education Building, photo by 
author. Top Left: German internees gathered on steps of Building 31/Education Building , http://www.uttc.edu/
about/history. Top Right: Internees inside barracks building, http://www.uttc.edu/about/history. Top Center: 
Detail of Japanese graffiti carved into the exterior bricks of one of  Fort Abraham Lincoln’s historic buildings, 
photo by author.  
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PND tour-goers pose with Dennis Neumann (Back row, left) outside the Education Building at United Tribes 
Technical College and historic Fort Abraham Lincoln, October 23, 2016. 
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